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Genre definition:  

Fables are short stories that involve 2-3 animals with human characteristics. 

They always include a moral or lesson that is learned through the plot of 

conflict/resolution.  

 
Genre purposes: 

The purpose of a fable is to entertain, to convey a moral lesson, and to make 

a cautionary point.  

 

Genre characteristics: 

Fables are typically written as a short story. They are written in classic form 

and language use. Three main collections of fables include: Aesop’s fables 

(Greek), The Panchatantra (Indian), and fables of La Fontaine (French).  

Anchor texts: 

Fables and Readers’ 

Theater script are 

included in the unit 

GLCE’s:   

Students will identify and describe the elements of a fable.  

Students will select a moral and create a story that contains all the elements of a fable and descriptive 

words, which assist in visualizing the action.  

 

Word Study & Recognition/Vocabulary:  

 Apply the aspects of fluency- pauses and emphasis, punctuation cues and intonation.  

Vocabulary- fable, moral, nature, conflict, resolution, alliteration, Aesop, and character traits.  

 
Grammar/usage:  

Verb tense, specifically in the past and verb endings –ed, -ing, and –s.  

 

Spelling:  

In their published fable, they will spell frequently encountered words correctly.  

For less frequently encountered words, students will use environmental sources, such as a dictionary and a 

word wall.  

Comprehension Strategies/ Literary Devices: 

*Visualizing 

*Compare and Contrast 

*Alliteration 

*Character Trait 

*Plot 

Content area connections:  

Social Studies: 

 Historical perspective-learning about Aesop 

 Goes along with urban and rural communities- The City Mouse and The Country Mouse 

Science:  

 Predator/prey- The Lion and The Mouse, The Stag at the Pool, and Belling the Cat 
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Fable Unit - Third Grade 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategy - Visualizing 

We are working on identifying verbs and alliteration 

 

Possible resources to use: 

 

 Aesop’s Fables a Watermill Classic (copyright 1985) 

Fables-Arnold Lobel (Everyone should have this, because it was a trade book 

provided with the Scholastic Reading series 

 City Mouse - Country Mouse and two more tales from Aesop 

 We have provided the specific fables listed below. We have also included  

  some extra activities that you may choose to do on your own. 

 *Additional resources will be included at the end of this unit 

 

Lesson 1: 

 

 -Read aloud two fables-The Tortoise and the Hare & The Lion and the Mouse 

-After reading each of these fables individually we are going to be working 

on asking the students what they visualized as you were reading them. You could 

record these things on chart. (ex. dozing in the sun = lion was sleeping-  

scurried = mouse running over the lion’s nose – ensnared in the ropes = tangled up) 

-After reading the fables have students share things that they notice about 

them. Record this on chart paper and title it “Fable Elements.” The students should 

notice such things as: Usually no more than 3 characters, usually animals as 

characters with human characteristics, there is a moral, short text, and ending 

usually has a twist of some sort. (See chart in orange Fiction Genre Wheel Booklet 

in the green Grade Level Expectations Folder) 

-Then use the chart that you made ahead of time to record the following 

elements of the story (Keep this chart because it will be used for the next several 

lessons and title it “Fable Comparison Chart”-- see the following page for an 

example of this chart) 
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Lesson 2: 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from lesson 1 

-Read aloud two more fables- The Fox and the Grapes & The Crow and the 

Pitcher 

-After reading these stories discuss how they are similar to the stories 

read on the previous day 

-Add onto the big chart paper with the things that they noticed about the 

story on the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Then add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” that you started yesterday 

 

Lesson 3: 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from before 

-Read aloud two more fables- The Boy Who Cried Wolf & The Goose that 

Laid the Golden Egg 

 -Then add to the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Continue to add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” 

 

Lesson 4: (This can be broken into 2 days!) 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from before 

-Before passing out the Readers’ Theatre scripts talk about the aspects of 

fluency, such as pauses, emphasis, punctuation cues, and intonation 

-Have students model how to use the above aspects of fluency correctly 

when speaking by practicing these scripts a few times with their group before 

presenting them to the class. The groups could present their scripts on the 

following day, depending on whether or not the groups have mastered the aspects 

of Readers’ Theatre 

-Read aloud two more fables- (These are both Reader’s Theatre scripts) The 

City Mouse and the Country Mouse & the Cheetah and The Sloth -this is a spin off 

of the Tortoise and the Hare (this is also a good fable to use for introducing 

alliteration ex. Slow Silly Sloth and Buy Big Bill’s Best Boston Baked Beans) - after 

introducing this students might have some that they have heard before and that 

they can share with the class 

 -Then add to the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Continue to add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” 
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-Have students compare and contrast the Tortoise and the Hare with the 

Readers’ Theatre script the Cheetah and the Sloth – record them on chart or they 

can fill out their own Venn diagram 

 

Lesson 5: 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from before 

 -Read aloud two more fables- The Gnat and the Bull & The Stag at the Pool 

 -Then add to the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Continue to add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” 

-You could reread The Stag at the Pool again to see if the students notice 

the alliteration that is in this fable 

 

Lesson 6: 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from before 

 -Read aloud the fables- The Fighting Roosters and the Eagle 

 -Then add to the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Continue to add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” 

-Now we want to introduce the idea that there are words in the story that 

help use visualize action. These words are called verbs. Then use the story that we 

have provided as an overhead or use the tiled chart that was provided but it needs 

to be trimmed and taped together. When you reread the fable have students 

identify all of the words that they feel show action, which are verbs. The words 

can be circled on your sheet or recorded on the chart of words that helped them 

visualize, which was made during a previous lesson- however some of the words on 

the chart might be adjectives, so go through as a class and circle the verbs and 

star the adjectives. As you are doing this they might notice that some of the verbs 

end with –ing or –ed. You should mention that when words end with –ed that this 

means that they are past tense words, which means it has already happened. 

 

Lesson 7: 

 

-Continue to work on the visualizing strategy- you may continue to add to the 

chart from before 

-Students will perform (read) two more fables - The Ant and the  

Grasshopper & Belling the Cat (these are provided as Readers’ Theatre scripts, so 

continue to work on the elements of Readers’ Theatre-students will need to 
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practice these scripts, so they might not be able to present them until the 

following day) 

-Then add to the “Fable Elements” chart 

 -Continue to add to the “Fable Comparison Chart” 

-Also continue to find the verbs in these fables (they could work on finding 

the verbs with a group by circling them on the script or by writing them down on a 

list. If you can have enough scripts run off for every student they would enjoy 

having their own copy to take home. If you have these scripts laminated you could 

have the students use overhead markers to write on them, which could just be 

wiped off when you are done. 

-There is alliteration in The Ant and the Grasshopper, which are sat and 

sang a sweet song and find food 

 

 *At this time, if you feel that your class needs more immersion in fables 

please continue to read more stories and follow the format for Lesson 7.* 

 

Lesson 8: 

 

 -Talk with your class about the morals that you have encountered so far. 

Then you can talk about some other morals that they could have in their own story 

by making a list of these morals to post in the room. 

 -Pick a moral from the list for the class fable. Then decide on the 

characters for the fable, which should be animals. After that decide on the plot 

for your fable. Record all of these elements on a class chart. 

 

Lesson 9: 

  

 -Write the fable together as a class. Once you have written it continue to go 

through the steps of the writing process, so that your students can see how this 

process works. (You will write it, revise it, edit it, and publish it together as a 

whole class) 

 

Lesson 10: 

 

-Give them the graphic organizer worksheet that will help them create their 

fable by first deciding on the moral and then adding the rest of the fable 

elements. 
 

-Once they have their graphic organizer filled out, they may begin to write 

their own story.  
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Lesson 11: (The number of days this part of the unit will take will depend on your 

class) 

 

 -Students may finish writing their own or they may begin to continue with 

the steps of the writing process. Make sure to have your students write their 

moral at the end of their fable. 

-Once students have published their fable they can share them in small 

groups or in front of the class. 
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